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Introduction

The question of the nation-state is one
of the issues that the different political
parties of Kurdistan have different views
on. The Islamist parties of Kurdistan,
past and present, have all laid out
their views on the specific issue of the
Kurdish nation-state. This paper which
relies on the internal rules and official
circulars of the Kurdish Islamist political
parties attempts to discuss the views of
these political parties on the issue of the
Kurdish nation-state. Any other matters
relating to the subject of the Kurdishstate have not been addressed in this
paper but left for a future article.
The Islamic Union of Kurdistan and
the question of the nation-state:

The Islamic Union of Kurdistan was
established on 6th February 1994.
Before forming the party, its founders
worked underground under the name
The Muslim Brotherhood. Since its
establishment, the Islamic Union of
Kurdistan has been reviewed as the
Kurdish of the Muslim Brotherhood. In
Article One of its first published internal
rules, the party describes itself as
“Reform-minded Islamist political party
that strives to remedy all the political,
social and cultural problems of Iraqi
Kurdistan through the principles laid
4

out in Islam. Furthermore, it explains
that the party will achieve this in a
manner that will also improve freedom
and justice for the Kurdish people.
(1) Among its general principles of
operation, specifically in Article four,
it reads that the Kurdish people are part
of the Islamic Ummah and that it is the
right of the Kurdish people to enjoy
the rights granted by Islam like other
Muslim peoples. (2)
Among the party’s founding principles
is the principle of “bringing about the
just rights of the Kurdish people and
finding just solutions to the Kurdish
question”. Furthermore, the party also
lists “the involvement of all Iraqi and
Kurdish nationalist parties to establish a
multiparty federal parliamentary system
in a united Iraq that protects the rights
of all peoples as another of its founding
principles. (3)
In the party’s fourth annual party
conference, held in 2005, one of its
aims the party emphasises federalism,
explaining “Achieving the just rights of
the Kurdish people, which at this can be
done through enshrining federalism and
other rights in the Iraqi constitution. (4)
In the party’s sixth annual conference in
2012, similar to ins conference in 2011
the party emphasised the following:
“The Kurds are an independent nation,
they have a unique identity and are
members of the Islamic Ummah. It is,

therefore, their right to determine its fate
and to become an independent member
of the international community. (5)
In its sixth annual conference, the Islamic
Union of Kurdistan’s laid out its strategy
for the following four years. The first
point of this strategy was to “develop
the constitutional gains of the Kurdish
people from federalism to the right of
self-determination and nationhood. (6)
In the party’s seventh conference in
2016, the same strategy was repeated for
the party’s next four years of operation.
(7)
With this, it is clear that there is a
development in the Kurdistan Islamic
Union’s political thought regarding
statehood. The party began by supporting
Iraqi federalism as a mechanism for
achieving the rights of the Kurdish people
and developed its ideas to the point that
since 2012 the party supports statehood
as one of its strategic objectives.
The Movement for an Islamic
Revolution and the question of the
nation-state:

On 22nd November 1992, the
Movement for an Islamic Revolution
was founded. Before this date, the party
functioned underground under the name
the Muslim Brotherhood. However,
when it was formally established, the
party distanced itself from the Muslim
Brotherhood and adopted Salafism.
From this standpoint, the I Movement
for an Islamic Revolution took the
following position on the nation-state. It
believed that Islam was a religion sent
from above for all nations to follow
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and that fear of God and not colours
and race was the best way to assess
the good in humanity. Furthermore, it
believed that whoever chose to base
his or her relations with others based
on the principles of the nation-state and
national interest was in opposition to the
Prophet Mohammed’s (Peace be upon
him) teachings, specifically, “Whoever
campaigns for conflict is not one of
us.” (8) This was the foundation of the
Movement for an Islamic Revolution’s
view of nationalism, and based on this
understanding, it believed the solution
to the Kurdish question in the Middle
East was the following:
1. Returning to the words of God and
dealing with all problems from the
standpoint of Islam, an individual and
religion in sees as apolitical.
2. Attempting to establish an independent
Islamic state in any of the four parts of
Kurdistan as a starting point.
3. Attempting to establish a Caliphate
of a global Islamic state, in which
Kurdistan will be a part. It believed this
is only the solution when all rights are
respected within that state.
The Movement for an Islamic Revolution
had previously believed in independence
for the Kurds, and this belief was
enshrined in the party’s founding
principles. It its first party conference
in 1996 the party agreed that it would
“strive for and demand the natural rights
of the Kurdish people everywhere and
oppose all forms of oppression against
them; Tie the Kurdish question with
the struggle for a global Islamic state.
However [..it] believe[d] in the need for
an entity for the Kurds until a global

Islamic state could be established” (10)
Therefore, it is clear that for the
Movement for an Islamic Revolution,
the Kurdish question is dependent
on the foundation of a global Islamic
state. Furthermore, it believes Kurdish
statehood is a temporary solution to
the Kurdish problem until the ultimate
solution, which is a global Islamic
state, can be achieved. In other words,
Movement for an Islamic Revolution
believes that when a global Islamic state
is achieved, there is no space or need for
the existence of any nation-state and that
the nation-state system must ultimately
come to an end.
However, in its second conference, the
party has also included another principle
to its founding party principles, which is
that the party believes that federalism is
a solution to the Kurdish problem at its
current stage. (11)
The Islamic Movement of
Kurdistan and the nation-state

The Islamic Movement of Kurdistan in
Iraqi Kurdistan was founded in 1987,
a time when the oppression inflicted
by the Iraqi Baath of Saddam Hussain
against the Iraqi Kurds was at its peak.
Even though, at the time, the Islamic
Movement of Kurdistan was in practice
a part of the Freedom Movement
in Iraqi Kurdistan in the founding
principles of the party the issue of the
Kurdish question is rarely mentioned.
Instead, the party’s founding principles
are based on religious matters and that
of achieving a global Islamic state.
Furthermore, the party describes itself
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as follows: “Our movement is a pure
Islamic movement that takes instruction
on all aspects of life, including thought,
sociology, politics, economics, military,
justice, and civilisation, solely, from the
religion of Islam. (12)
Regarding the objectives of the Islamic
Movement of Kurdistan, it has three
specific ones. These include Practical
Jihad to enforce and practice gods
governance across the country (meaning
Iraq, not Kurdistan alone), to achieve
these objectives the party outlines
several paths that it must take, such as;
the irradiation of the oppression and
suppression of the Kurdish people in
accordance with God’s Shari’a law. (14)
Regarding the party’s political practice
it’s founding principles (part I) states:
the Islamic Movement of Kurdistan
views the Islamic Ummah as a single
united Ummah that cannot be divided,
and that the Kurdish people and their
case is a part of that great Ummah. (15)
This is a nod that the Islamic Movement
of Kurdistan sees the Kurdish nation and
Kurdish situation, like the other Islamist
parties in Iraqi Kurdistan, as the same as
those faced by the Islamic Ummah more
widely.
Aside from this, in the party’s sixth party
conference in 1992, the party added a
new objective to its party’s founding
principles. The aim is “to strive to
protect the Muslim people of Kurdistan
and protect its Islamic nation. (16)
In 1999 the Islamic Movement of
Kurdistan along with The Movement
for an Islamic Revolution merged and
created a new political party called
the Movement for Islamic Unity in

Kurdistan. However, the new party
soon fractured. Soon after its fracture
in 2001, a number of its leading figures
re-established the Islamic Movement of
Kurdistan and made no real changes to
the party position on the Kurdish question
in its founding principles. However, in
its fifteenth conference in 2016, it did
make some changes. For example, it is
party description the party agreed that
it should read the following: A general
Islamic movement, based on the guiding
principles of the Sunni faith and Jama’a
the movement will attempt to return the
tenets of Islam to Kurdish society and to
return to it is natural rights. (17)
Regarding the Islamic Movement of
Kurdistan’s objectives, the party’s new
set of founding principles reads that it
will struggle for:
1. The establishment of a system of
Islamic governance in which the rights
of all peoples are respected.
2. The preservation of Kurdistan’s
Muslim identity.
3. The defence of the Kurdish people
to achieve their natural rights, above all
their power to independence. (18)
Even with this change of position by
the Islamic Movement of Kurdistan
on the Kurdish question, the party is
still ultimately of the belief that the
Kurdish problem is dependent, the
same, and connected to Islam’s broader
challenge of establishing a global
caliphate. Hence, in the same document
outlining the Islamic Movement of
Kurdistan’s founding principles it reads
“The Islamic Movement of Kurdistan
views the Kurdish problem, which is
a humanitarian and political one, as
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dependent on that of the global Islamist
question. (19) In its four year strategic
objectives the party has committed to
working towards the implementation
of a referendum and bringing out
independence for Kurdistan. (20)
The Islamic Group of Kurdistan
and the nation-state.

The Islamic group of Iraqi Kurdistan was
established on 5th November 1990 under
the leadership of Fatih Krekar. The party
was mostly inactive until the Kurdistan
Region of Iraq’s 1991 uprising. During
this period, the party only released a
handful of statements and published
the 8th issue of Banhawaz Magazine.
In March of 1991, it began publication
of its Alshahda magazine. In the same
period, following the 1991 Kurdish
uprisings against the Iraqi government,
the party released a statement and set
up a base in Khalifan and Haji Omaran.
Following these events, the party was
disbanded, and its members joined the
Islamic Movement of Kurdistan. (21)
The Islamic Group of Kurdistan
believed that the problem of the Kurds
was a problem of Islam. (22) The
party’s political philosophy laid out that
to correct the direction of the Kurdish
nations freedom movement, Islam
needs to be re-established in Kurdistan,
and Islam’s sovereignty should be the
principle guiding Kurdish generations.
Such a move would support the
attempts by the Kurdish political parties
to resolve the Kurdish issue, as long as
those attempts are not against Islamic
law. (23)

Furthermore, the party believed that the
solution to the Kurdish problem includes
ending killings on the part of the Iraqi
central government, to achieve peace in
Kurdistan and to establish a council in
Iraqi Kurdistan, made up of individuals
who believe in Islam, to represent the
Kurdish people in negotiations with
the central government. The party also
believed in self-governance through a
Kurdish regional government. (24)
It is clear, that the Islamic Group of
Kurdistan, like the other Islamic parties,
believes the Kurdish problem fits into
the broader issue of the Islamic world.
It considers that self-governance is a
suitable solution to the Kurdish question,
but it does not mention the nationhood
as a solution.
The Islamic Jihad Group and the
nation-state:

The origins of the Islamic Jihad Group
in Iraqi Kurdistan go back to its secret
formation in the early 1980s. It was
founded and led by Mulla Ayin Birdoz
Khoshnaw. (25)
The Islamic Jihad Group operated
underground in the 1980s. During the
1991 uprising in the Erbil front, the party
sent communications to the Islamic
Movement of Kurdistan, a move that
was unplanned and conducted under the
pressure of its Jihadist party members
and followers. As a result after a short
period in June 1991, a handful of its
members aired disagreements with the
Islamic Movement of Kurdistan. As a
result, the party distanced itself from the
Islamic Movement of Kurdistan, causing
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a split within the Islamic Jihad Group
and a loss of numerous active members
to the Islamic Group of Kurdistan. (26)
This party aimed to carry out social,
cultural, political and military jihad
to defend Islam and Muslims and to
establish Islamic rule across the world.
(27)
The party has also outlined that it
believed in defence of the nation but
the frame of Islam and the Islamic
flag. Hence, the party argued that it is
incumbent of Islamic leaders not to let
the Kurdish nation be left to secularists
and nationalists to monopolise the
Kurdish question and to spread the
poisonous ideology. (28)
Other than the above the party has
not released any other material on the
issue of nationalism and the nationstate. Instead, it focuses on the idea of
a caliphate where all Muslims can live.
Islamic Unity Party and the nation-state:
In 1991 the Islamic Group of Kurdistan
and the Movement for an Islamic
Revolution came together and formed
a new party called the Islamic Unity
Party in Iraqi Kurdistan. Its political
philosophy was the same as its two
constituent parties.
In Article 2 of the party’s internal rules
the party is described as follows, “the
Islamic Unity Party is agreed on the
establishment of Islamic law, and it will
work together to achieve this in Iraqi
Kurdistan. The party will also strive to
achieve the natural rights of the Kurdish
people.” (29) Furthermore, in paragraph
two of Article 7, which is specific to the
political aims of the party, it reads that
the party will defend and achieve the

natural rights of the Kurdish people.
Regarding the Kurdish question, article
13 lays out several points explains the
party’s position; they are as follows:
1. We believe the unstable situation
of the Kurdish people is a plan of the
enemies of Islam and the Kurds.
2. We believe the suppression of the
Kurds and Kurdistan is a just political
and humanitarian issue, and its solution
is dependent on the Islamic Ummah.
3. We believe it is our just duty to defend
the rights of the Kurdish people.
4. We believe in an Islamic coalition for
the Kurdish people. (31)
The Islamic Unity party, like the other
Islamic parties, believe that a solution
to the Kurdish problem is dependent
on solving the broader question of the
Islamic caliphate. While it finds in the
formation of a coalition for the Kurdish
people, it believes this coalition must be
Islamic.
The Islam Group in Kurdistan and
the nation-state.

The Islamic Unity Party did not last
long, in 2001 the party split and on 31st
May 2001, the Islamic Group in Iraqi
Kurdistan was established. The party
describes itself as an all-encompassing
Islamic Group which follows Sunni
Islam to establish Islamic governance.
It also strives for achieving the natural
rights of our people. (32) This is the
same description as the Islamic Unity
party uses to describe itself.
Regarding its political objectives the
party’s founding principles reads:
1. Achieving and returning a system of
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Islamic governance.
2. Achieving and protecting the natural
rights of the Kurdish people.
3. Uniting the Kurdish people in the
frame of Islam and establishing peace in
Kurdistan.
After the collapse of the Iraqi Baathist
regime in Iraq in 2003 the Islamic Group
of Kurdistan witnessed a transformation
in its worldview and manner of action.
It laid down its armed struggle, it
changed its name to Islamic Group
of Iraqi Kurdistan and in its founding
principles, which it amended in 2004,
the party describes itself as: “A Kurdish
Islamic party that strives to protect
Islamic values in Kurdish society and
establishing and natural right of selfdetermination of the Kurdish people.”
(34)
It also references the following as one of
its political aims: “to achieve and prove
all of the natural rights of the Kurdish
people and for the Kurdish people to
determine their future like all other
nations around the world. (35)
Furthermore, in its third conference, in
2015, the party outlined several points
as future aims of the party. One of those
points was, “to lay the groundwork
towards the independence of the
Kurdistan Region through political
stability, economic infrastructure, the
institutionalisation of the state and the
existence of a national protection force.
(36)
Hence, the Islamic Group of Kurdistan
has changed its position on the Kurdish
question. Over time, the party has
become more domestic in its worldview,
and the issue of working towards a

nation-state for the Kurds has worked its
way into the party’s founding principles.
On the 1st September 2001, from the
remains of the Islamic Unity Party, a
new group was established called Jund
al-Islam in Kurdistan. This new group
was based on a Salafi Jihadist mentality.
Although the life of this group it was
limited, it was able to later merge with
the Islah wing led by Mullah Krekar.
From this merger, a new group was
formed called the Supporters of Islam.
In the founding principles of Jund alIslam there is only one reference to
the group’s position on the question of
the nation-state, which is as follows,
“regarding the reference to Kurdistan in
the name of the group, Kurdistan is not
used to reference the group of nationalist
aims and regionalism of the territory but
a reference to Kurdistan as one part of a
greater Islamic state and its people are
one part of the population of that state.”
(37) Other than this reference, there is
no other reference to the nation-state by
Jund al-Islam. Hence, it is clear that the
party believes its ideology and goals to
transcend the nation-state and like many
other Salafi Jihadist groups, it believes
in working towards the establishment of
a global caliphate.
Conclusion

In the previous decades, several Islamist
parties have been established in Iraqi
Kurdistan. Some of those parties
have disappeared from the political
stage, while others have remained and
continued their activities in different
forms. These parties explain their views
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on the issue of the nation-state in their
founding manifestos and paraphernalia.
By observing the parties and these
documents, this article has found the
following:
1. The Islamist parties in Iraqi Kurdistan
are all of the belief that the Kurdish
problem is an Islamic issue and that only
an Islamist solution can solve it.
2. When they were established, the
Islamist parties in Iraqi Kurdistan have
references the rights of the Kurdish
people. However, none formally placed
achieving a Kurdish nation-state as one
of their primary objectives.
3. Over time, the Islamist parties have
become increasingly native to the
Kurdistan region and have placed more
emphasis on the issue of the Kurdish
state.
4. Currently, all three Islamist parties,
the Islamic Union of Kurdistan, The
Islamic movement of Kurdistan and the
Islamic Group of Kurdistan, have made
the establishment of a Kurdish nationstate as one of their primary objectives.
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Kurdistan conflict and Crisis Research Center

The Kurdistan Conflict and Crisis Research Center (KCCRC) is an independent and not-for-profit
organisation based in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. KCCRC conducts research and produces policy
papers regarding Kurdish, Iraqi and related studies. Within this framework, KCCRC focuses its
research on the politics and economics of the region at the macro level, and at the micro level, it
concentrates on issues surrounding but not limited to the following;
• Ethnic and Sectarian Conflict
• Terrorism
• Islamism, extremism and radicalisation
• Instability
• Internally displaced peoples
• Oil and Gas
• Political Economy
• Ethnic and Sectarian conflict
• International politics
KCCRC delivers for its clients by using its unique geographic position to take advantage of the
expertise of local and international scholars to give the most precise picture of Kurdish, Iraqi and
Middle Eastern affairs.
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